[Analysis of inadvertent epidural injection of drugs].
We asked 31 anesthesiologists, who were on the Japanese Board of Anesthesiology, about inadvertent injection of drugs into the epidural space, and received answers from 28 (90%). Fifteen (54%) had an experience of inadvertent epidural injection, and five of them had two experiences. Injected drugs were ephedrine (6 times), a mixture of neostigmine and atropine (3), thiopental (2), etilefrine (2), vecuronium (1), suxamethonium (1), bicarbonate (1), midazolam (1), lactated Ringer's solution (1), nicardipine (1), and pentazocine (1). The inadvertent injection of thiopental or bicarbonate was noticed by back pain during injection. No treatment was added after the inadvertent injections, except a patient with an epidural steroid injection following thiopental. No neurological complications were found in any patients.